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Abstract: The study is relevant due to the fact that systems of regional educational 
structures are created in the Russian Federation that take into account both the global 
and regional and ethno-cultural characteristics of the ethnic groups living there. 
Multicultural education is of particular importance. It concentrated on developing 
person’s multicultural competence based on at least three cultures – native ethnic culture, 
domestic and foreign cultures. This article is aimed at studying primary school students’ 
development of ethno-cultural competence, which is to have great social and scientific 
importance. Particular attention is paid to finding ways of such development both at the 
theoretical and practical levels. The authors of the article believe that educational work 
with the younger generation should be based on the cultural and historical experience of 
people, which plays an important role in shaping the unique way of a person’s life. The 
article describes the key stages of the work related to the fact that the described system 
of shop classes for the formation and development of ethno-cultural competence of pupils 
of primary school age has a positive result, when it is not only children but also adults 
(parents and teachers) hold a self-determination and responsibility for their choices 
position in the field of cultural heritage and feelings of national and human dignity. This 
is especially important in the current society development stage. 
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Introduction 

 
At present, the process of international integration of the educational space is 

gaining a great development [1]. At the same time, the ethno-cultural component of 
education acquires special significance. The ethnopedagogical aspects in the education 
and upbringing of the younger generations, reflected in the works of K. Sh. Ahiyarova [2], 
H. H.-M. Batchaeva [3], E. E. Khataev [4], I. A. Shorova [5] etc., are of great interest for the 
studying. The school's task is to prepare a person. This person is also a citizen belonging, 
on the one hand, to a certain ethnosociety, culture, historical epoch, on the other - a citizen 
of Russia, of the world [6]. 

The main task is the formation of moral qualities of junior schoolchildren not in 
verbal or activity events, but in the process of studying ethno-cultural traditions [7]. Moral 
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development is a personal feature. Morality and moral norms are represented in that part 
of the personality which is called superego, the transpersonal ideal [8] and designated as 
a moral imperative [9]. The competence paradigm of education assumes the ability of the 
individual to select and apply already accumulated knowledge in a variety of life 
situations. 

In the Russian Federation, regional educational structures strive to take into 
account both global and regional ethno-cultural traditions. Multicultural education is of 
particular relevance, as it forms intercultural competence on a basis of at least three 
cultures - native ethnic culture, Russian and European. Multicultural education starts in 
early preschool and continues at the primary school. The notion of "competence" is based 
on knowledge, skills, experience, theoretical and applied preparedness for the use of 
knowledge. It is also based on a range of issues in which students are well informed, and 
a range of issues in which students have knowledge and his own experience [10]. 

In polyethnic regions of the Russian Federation, such as the Republic of Kalmykia, 
the problem of creating prerequisites for the students’ developing of the ethno-cultural 
competence. That is primary school children awareness of them belonging to a particular 
culture, the choice and implementation of a culturally appropriate way of life. This 
conducives to self-determination, tolerance to other cultures ethnicity, religion, readiness 
for cultural dialogue which acquires special significance [11]. Of particular interest for the 
solution of the problem being investigated are ethnopedagogical aspects in teaching and 
upbringing, reflected in the works of G.N. Volkova [12]. The works of foreign and Russian 
scientists P. Pedersen [13], D.W. Sue, D. Sue, [14], T.V. Posthareva [15], N.M. Lebedevoy 
[16], A.B. Afanasyeva [17] and others are valuable for understanding the ethno-cultural 
competence phenomenon. 

However, the issue of the ethno-cultural competence developing in primary school 
children is still poorly understood. In our study, we understand competence as the 
unification of knowledge, skills, ways of activity of an individual, defined in relation to a 
certain range of subjects and processes necessary for quality productive activity in 
relation to them. Competency is persons’ skills in the appropriate competence, including 
personal attitude to it and to the subject of activity. Competency is also a personal quality 
that has already taken place (a set of qualities) that allows solving problems and typical 
tasks in real life situations using knowledge, learning and life experience, values and 
inclinations [18]. 

Materials and methods 

In the ethno-cultural competence of developing process of primary school 
students, adequate choice of educational technology plays the most important role. The 
goal of the ethno-cultural competence development, as a social phenomenon, is 
interethnic relations regulation, ethnic characteristics consideration, readiness for 
interethnic dialogue. Schoolchildren become a "storehouse" of knowledge in the field of 
ethno-culture and interethnic interaction, and use them dynamically. Ethno-cultural 
competence projects presented amount of knowledge and skills that is necessary to adapt 
to realities of a multiethnic environment and to act in it [19]. All of the above is the basis 
of our experimental work on the ethno-cultural competence development. The 
experiments were conducted in 2 groups at school # 4 in Elista, the Republic of Kalmykia. 
The experiment purpose was to develop ethno-cultural competence of primary school 
children in shop classes. The pupils of the second grade were divided into two groups 
(control and experimental), approximately equal in their academic performance and level 
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of preparation. The experiment was conducted in 3 stages - ascertaining, forming and 
control stages. 

At the ascertaining stage of the experiment, we appraised the level of ethno-
cultural competence development of primary school students. To do this, we used a 
questionnaire developed by us, consisting of the following questions: Are you interested 
in the culture of your people? Do you want to acquire the skills of traditional culture? Do 
you want to participate in team work (work in a creative group)? Would you like to take 
part in an individual work? Do you like to visit exhibitions, museums of traditional ethno-
culture? Do you think that knowledge of ethno-culture is useful in life?  Do you want to 
participate in the work on the implementation of creative projects with ethno-cultural 
themes? Are you able, at the moment, to fulfill a creative task? Do you feel confident during 
the exhibition of collective works? Do you read literature on traditional culture (fairy 
tales, proverbs, yorials, epics)? Do you keep up customs, rituals, traditions in your family? 
Do you know the genealogical tree of your family (grandfathers, great-grandparents, 
grandmothers, great-grandmothers, etc.)?  

The findings of the ascertaining stage of the experiment are presented below. As a 
result, three levels of ethno-cultural competence were determined: high, medium and low. 
Students have high level of ethno-cultural competence if they have stable and thorough 
knowledge of ethno-culture, ability to moral assertion, show respect for different cultures, 
and easily recognize artistic works of national culture. They are also consciously 
motivated to improve their activities, to act for a purpose, and to create. Students of the 
medium level of ethno-cultural competence are characterized by little interest in folk life 
culture, emotionally and evaluative feel about it. The know something about 
communication with people of other nationalities, and they know certain works of 
national culture. The low level of ethno-cultural competence is characterized by a lack of 
interest in ethno-culture, lack of knowledge about works of folk culture, and lack of 
knowledge about ethics. Analyzing the results of the present experiment, we see that at 
the beginning of the experiment the levels of ethno-cultural values in the control and 
experimental classes differ little. At the second stage, we conducted an experiment aimed 
at building primary school students’ motivational readiness to learn the basics of ethno 
culture, stimulating interest in traditional culture. 

The content of the education of the Republic of Kalmykia is formed on the basis of 
the ethnocultural connotation of the central cultural theme of the Kalmyk ethnos, 
consisting of ethnic constants. The ethnic constants are Kalmyk language and Old Kalmyk 
literary texts, folklore and the epic "Djangar"; religion (Buddhism); traditional "life-
support culture"; traditional historical continuity (knowledge of their family genealogy). 
In our opinion, the educational process, concentrated on the above-mentioned ethnic 
constants, can significantly deepen and "enrich" primary schoolchildren ethno-cultural 
competence development [20]. 

For the experimental group, a system of shop class lessons was designed aimed at 
developing the ethno-cultural competence of schoolchildren. Lessons include the main 
theoretical information, practical work. The training took place in a developing and 
complicating direction, on a "simple-to-complex" basis. The time required for the 
implementation of certain activities, their scope, complexity and consistency varied 
depending on individual abilities of students. Students acquire knowledge, skills and 
abilities in the process of performing a specific task. This contributes to training the will, 
patience, mastering the simplest techniques associated with artistic and cognitive activity. 
In the educational process we used: performances at events; competitions; conversations, 
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stories, debates; research activity; collective creative projects; individual activity; 
exhibitions; practical activities; excursions. At the control stage, in order to estimate 
efficiency of the study, we used the same methods as in the ascertaining stage of the 
experiment. The obtained results were compared with the results of the ascertaining 
experiment (Table 1). 

Table 1. schoolchildren ethno-cultural competence developing 

Level of developing Beginning of the experiment End of the experiment 
High 12 % 40 % 

Medium 24 % 36 % 
Low 64 % 24 % 

Results 

In the experimental group, the number of students with the low level of ethno-
cultural competence is 24% of the sample, the medium level is 36%, and the high level is 
40%. When compared with the first stage of the experiment, it turned out that the group 
with the low level decreased by 40%, the medium level group increased by 12%, the high-
level group increased by 28%. In general, the majority of trainees changed their position, 
and were included in a group with a higher level of ethno-cultural competence. This fact 
indicates that, as a result of the forming stage of the experiment, the ethno-cultural 
competence of schoolchildren reached a high level. In addition to quantitative, some 
trainees developed qualitative personality features, such as: they provide rationalization 
for their answers, more often orient toward the content of moral norms, more able to 
distinguish a value problem in situations of ethno-cultural choice, assess actions, are more 
critical not only in relation to another person, but also to themselves. Primary students of 
the experimental group show a much higher level of theoretical knowledge, the ability to 
apply new technologies in solving creative problems. They have higher level of 
observance of the norms of creative communication, awareness of the importance and 
value of ethno-cultural knowledge, of the result of their activities and personal 
responsibility for their work. In the experimental group, the number of respondents who 
highly appreciate the level of development of creative qualities is significantly higher than 
in the control group. There is a higher level of awareness of the importance and value of 
labor (76.9%) and a high level of personal responsibility for performing its activities 
(84.6%) in the experimental group. Both groups of respondents do not appreciate the 
influence of personal activity on the ethno-culture developing (51.3% in the experimental 
group and 30.4% in the control group). 

The increase of motivational readiness in the experimental group is ensured by the 
growth of interest, desire to learn traditional ethno-culture, to receive pleasure from 
visiting specialized exhibitions. Increasing the cognitive readiness of primary 
schoolchildren of the experimental group is achieved with confidence in the choice of 
traditional ethno-culture as the basis for future activity, the desire to receive special 
knowledge, personal participation in a team creative work. The cognitive readiness of the 
control group is reduced by five times in all components. At the same time, the 
participants in the experimental group are eager to find an individual path of 
development. One third of the respondents in the experimental group express the desire 
to participate in creative clubs. The experimental group expresses its effective readiness 
through confidence in their skills and abilities for qualitative performance of a practical 
task on traditional ethno-culture. The students can assess the quality and level of any 
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work and feel confident during the work. In addition, the experimental group shows a 
high level of self-esteem of theoretical knowledge about their ethnic culture. The children 
able to apply new technologies, to recognize importance and value of their work and 
personal responsibility for their activities. In the control group, significant changes are 
not observed in comparison with the results of the first stage of the experiment. This 
allows us to conclude that the increment of ethno-cultural experience in technology 
lessons for experimental group pupils was the result of a purposeful ethno-cultural 
competence development. 

Discussion 

Thus, we do not consider the competence approach as completely new in terms of 
defining goals, objectives and content of education. But what is important from our point 
of view is that it has the potential to preserve cultural, historical, ethno-social values if the 
underlying competences are viewed as complex personal features, including mental, 
spiritual and moral components. The realization of the ethno-cultural competence 
developing based on the traditions of folk art showed that the primary school age is 
maximally favorable for building the moral foundations of ethno-cultural competence. 
This is a sensible period for children adopting ethno-cultural ideas. At this stage of 
ontogeny, the child is psychologically the readiest to understand the meaning of terms 
and concepts, technologies, and strives to implement them in his daily life. That is due to 
age predisposition to art, creativity, the predominance of positive emotions and personal 
activity. Folk art is of particular importance in the ethno-cultural competence developing 
of the primary pupils. It affects children activity, consciousness, physical processes; forms 
thinking, and, without any doubt, influences the process of aesthetic education.  

Conclusion 

In general, ethno-cultural competence is characterized by a certain amount of 
knowledge and skills needed not only to adapt to the realities of a multi-ethnic society, 
but also sufficient to be ready and able to act in it. As an objective and subjective 
phenomenon, its content has the following complexity: a) the readiness and ability of 
primary schoolchildren to preserve ethno-cultural traditions; b) the children's readiness 
and ability to comprehend a variety of ethno-cultures for the purpose of peaceful living in 
a multiethnic environment; c) readiness and ability to independently acquire information, 
knowledge about ethno-cultures, distinguish them depending on their significance and 
truth, use them to solve problems in the field of interethnic understanding and 
interaction; d) the willingness and ability of the students to understand social and ethno-
cultural processes combined with them, by analyzing and systematizing knowledge about 
ethnic cultures, finding and understanding in them general and specific features; e) 
readiness and ability of the students to enter into interact in the form of interethnic 
initiative and cooperation. 

REFERENCES 

[1] Slobodchikov, V.I. Rossiyskoe obrazovanie: perspektivy razvitiya [Russian 
Education: Development Prospects] / V.I. Slobodchikov, Yu.V. Gromyko // Direktor 
shkoly. - 2000. - № 2.   
[2] Akhiyarov, K.Sh. Narodnaya pedagogika i sovremennaya shkola [National 
pedagogy and modern school] / K. Sh. Akhiyarov // Problemy obucheniya i vospitaniya 



P á g i n a  | 6 

 

 
 

Turismo: Estudos & Práticas (UERN), Mossoró/RN, Caderno Suplementar 02, 2020 
http://natal.uern.br/periodicos/index.php/RTEP/index [ISSN 2316-1493] 

 

 

molodezhi v usloviyakh nepreryvnogo obrazovaniya: sb. statey / Bashk. gos. ped. in-t. - 
Ufa, 1991. - P. 10-16. 
[3] Batchaeva Kh. Kh-M. Narodnaya pedagogika, etnopedagogika; soderzhanie, 
napravleniya [Folk pedagogy, ethno-pedagogy; content, directions] / Kh. Kh-M. Batchaeva 
// Nauch. konf. prepod. i asp. 21-23 apr.: tezisy dokl. - Karachaevsk, 1994. P. 20 - 21. 
[4] Khataev, Ye.Ye. Narodnaya pedagogika Severnogo Kavkaza [Folk pedagogy of the 
North Caucasus] / Ye.Ye. Khataev. - M.: 1993. 
[5] Shorov, I.A. Adygskaya narodnaya pedagogika [Adygea folk pedagogy] / I.A. 
Shorov] / I.A. Shorov. - Maykop: Krasnodar. kn. izd-vo: Adyg. otd-nie, 1989. – 334 p. 
[6] Vasileva, A.A. Polikulturnoe obrazovanie v kontekste mirovogo opyta: 
akkulturatsionnyy i dialogovyy podkhody [Multicultural education in the context of world 
experience: acculturation and dialogue approaches] // Problemy i perspektivy razvitiya 
obrazovaniya v Rossii: sbornik materialov VIII Mezhdunarodnoy nauchno-prakticheskoy 
konferentsii / Pod obshch. red. S.S. Chernova. – Novosibirsk: Izdatelstvo NGTU, 2011. – 
P.20-24. 
[7] Natalya Arkadievna Shagaeva. The formation of moral qualities in  
junior schoolchildren during the study of ethno-cultural traditions // European Journal 
of Science and Theology, June 2015, Vol.11, No.3, 175-181. 
[8] Hegel's Philosophy of Nature. - London: Allen & Unwin, 1970.; Addresses to the 
German Nation (1808), ed. and trans. Gregory Moore. Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
[9] Religion and Rational Theology (Works of Immanuel Kant in Translation). 
Published March 31st 2006 by Cambridge University Press (first published September 
13th 1996). 
[10] Hoffmann T. The meanings of competency // Journal of European Industrial 
Training. 1999. Vol. 23. №6. P. 275-285. 
[11] Bicheev, B.A. Etnoobrazuyushchie konstanty dukhovnoy kultury zapadnykh 
mongolov (oyratov) [Ethno-forming constants of the spiritual culture of the western 
Mongols (Oirats)] / B.A. Bicheev. – Elista: Izd. KalmGU, 2003. 189 p. 
[12] Volkov, G.N. Etnopedagogicheskaya pansofiya [Ethno-pedagogical pansophy] / 
G.N. Volkov. - Pod nauchnoy redaktsiey G.M. Borlikova. Elista: KalmGU, 2009. 576 p. 
[13] Pedersen P.B. The five stages of culture shock: Critical incidents around the world. 
Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1995. 
[14] Sue D.W. & Sue D. Counselingthe culturally different: Theory and practice (2nd 
ed.). New York: Wiley, 1990. 
[15] Poshtareva, T.V. Pedagogicheskie usloviya formirovaniya etnokulturnoy 
kompetentnosti i tolerantnosti detey: monografiya [Pedagogical conditions for the 
developing of ethno-cultural competence and tolerance of children]/ T.V. Poshtareva. – 
Stavropol: SKIPKRO, 2005. – 112 p.  
[16] Lebedeva, N.M. Mezhkulturnyy dialog: trening etnokulturnoy kompetentnosti 
[Intercultural dialogue: training of ethnocultural competence] / N.M. Lebedeva, O.V. 
Luneva, T.G. Stefanenko. - M.: RUDN, 2003. - 278 p. 
[17] Afanaseva, A.B. Etnokulturnoe obrazovanie: sushchnost, struktura soderzhaniya, 
problemy sovershenstvovaniya [Ethno-cultural education: essence, content structure, 
improvement problems] / A.B. Afanaseva // Znanie. Ponimanie. Umenie. - 2009. - № 3 - 
P.189-195 
[18] 18. Khutorskoy A.V. Tekhnologiya proektirovaniya klyuchevykh i 
predmetnykh kompetentsiy [Technology of design of key and subject competences] // 
Eydos: internet-zhurnal. 12.12.05. URL: http: // www.eidos.ru/journal/2005/1212.htm. 

http://books.google.ru/books?id=2UYIAQAAIAAJ


P á g i n a  | 7 

 

 
 

Turismo: Estudos & Práticas (UERN), Mossoró/RN, Caderno Suplementar 02, 2020 
http://natal.uern.br/periodicos/index.php/RTEP/index [ISSN 2316-1493] 

 

 

[19] Krysko, V.G. Etnicheskaya psikhologiya [Ethnic psychology] / V.G. Krysko. - 4-e izd. 
- M.: Akademiya, 2008. - 320 p. 
[20] Pankin A.B. Ethnocultural connotation of education: a monograph. Elista: The 
Kalmyk University publishing house, 2009. 380 pp. 


