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ABSTRACT

The article discusses the derivative names of women with the suffixes -ecc(a), -uc(a),
functioning in the modern Russian-language media space. The media space, understood
by us as a sphere of global communication created by electronic means, has become a
new medium for the functioning of the Russian language. The relevance of the study is
determined by the debatability in modern society of the problem of creating and using
special feminine words-signs - feminitives. The language material is 41 tokens with
these suffixes. The analysis of the functioning of the names of female persons in the
language was carried out on the basis of material collected using the National Corpus of
the Russian Language and Media Data. The derived nominal representations of female
persons by professional or other affiliation form a modification category of femininity,
distinguished on the basis of a generalized derivational meaning of ‘a female person
belonging to the category of persons denoted by a motivating noun’. The article lists the
features of Internet communication in a linguistic aspect, defines the lexical and
semantic composition of the names of female persons with the suffixes -ecc(a), -uc(a),
and also presents a stylistic characteristic of these language units. Based on the results
of the study, it was made about the favorableness of the media space for the generation
of unsuccessful vocabulary, which includes feminists-neologisms ending in -ecc(a), -
rc(a).
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1 INTRODUCTION

Technological progress is constantly making changes in the composition of
professions and the organization of labor. Now it is impossible to imagine a single field
of activity without the active participation of women, which entails the intensification of
existing correlates of feminine names and the emergence of a number of new
nominations for females, mainly in the field of vocabulary. The variety of means of
expression and the growing demand for feminitives in modern society makes the word-
formation category of femininity one of the most productive, which indicates its high
importance for native speakers of the Russian language.
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At the beginning of the XXI century, marked by the development of information
technology, social life underwent dramatic changes. The emergence of the Internet, a
worldwide system for transmitting information, has had a significant impact on the
social life of a person.

The Internet, which gained widespread over the past twenty years, has become
the main global information environment where the speech element has been reflected.
Due to its indisputable advantages, namely the speed of information exchange, general
accessibility and relative freedom of communication, Internet communication has
become a key way of interaction for people around the world. Modern media space
covers all spheres of public life: whether it is politics, science, culture or economics.

The most important feature of Internet communication is the opportunities that
each user acquires with access to the network: to be not only a consumer of an unlimited
amount of information posted on the Internet but also become the author (and
sometimes co-author) of new, unique content. Media space participants use various web
resources as personal platforms for expressing their own opinions, promoting ideas,
influencing a particular segment of the information space and drawing audience
attention to themselves or to the issue under discussion. The word, being the main
means of exercising the potentials of a linguistic personality on the Internet, has become
a tremendous force, thanks to which bloggers are able to influence (primarily verbally)
others. The audience of such public blogs can reach several hundred thousand people,
and bloggers thereby expand their area of presence, becoming television presenters,
film actors, and ambassadors (i.e. representatives) of various brands.

Names of people in different areas of social communication and, accordingly, in
certain layers of Russian vocabulary are the subject of close study of linguists, as they
belong to the most important category of human life [1, 2, 3, 4]. The sphere of non-
standard nomination of persons is considered by researchers from different
perspectives: as a component of word-building homonymy [5], a means of authorial
stylization of a literary text [6] or a means of expressing a linguistic picture of the world
[7]. The media space, which has become the new medium for the functioning of the
language, stimulates linguistic personalities to create “fresh” nominations, filling in
peculiar “gender gaps”, and, as a result, generates new language means. This process is
favored by such factors as 1) the community of the communicative space, which unites
people of different social groups; 2) a completely different organization of written and
oral speech in combination with various methods of communication (audio, video and
text messages) based on a situational fragment of extralinguistic reality; and 3) a new
principle of interaction between producers and consumers of content, which are equally
regulators of the process of creating and disseminating information [8]. The linguistic
consequence of changing traditional communication schemes is the diffusion of stylistic
boundaries, the spread of colloquial style norms in other areas of communication,
exposure to foreign language, the emergence of neologisms and occasionalisms. The
relative "freedom of language" of the Internet allows users to engage in word creation,
which is designed to solve a variety of problems: from the need to name a new
phenomenon or object to the implementation of a language game to achieve certain
pragmatic goals.

The development of Internet communication made language become not just a
means of communication but also a subject of discussion both among network users and
among representatives of the linguistic community. One of the most “acute” issues of the
present time is the use of feminitives, the names of females, formed from the
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corresponding masculine correlates. Linguists write popular science articles for online
media about feminitives [9], and round tables are organized in which popular bloggers
participate along with professional linguists [10]. Native speakers recognize the
language as a regulator of linguocultural and sociocultural stereotypes, forming various
versions of the picture of the world. So, supporters of the use of feminitives say about
the “invisibility” of women in Russian: «MHorue He 3HawT 0 TOoM, 4yTo Xapnep Jlu
(nucaTenbHULA) — XKeHIIMHA. HO MBI ObI HE CTOJIKHYJIMCh C TAKOU A€l CTBUTEbHOCTBIO,
ecJv O6bl 0 HeM mUca/iid Kak o "mucaTtesibHulEe", "poMaHUCTKe", "aBTOpKe", "TBOpUIE"»
[11]. Feminists are reinterpreted as carriers of a certain sociocultural code, namely: an
attempt to deliberately eliminate linguistic asymmetry in the paradigm of gender names.

2 METHODS

The language material for our study includes 41 tokens with the suffixes -ecc(a), -
rc(a). As sources, we used data from the Russian Grammar [12], the New Dictionary of
the Russian Language [13], the National Corpus of the Russian Language (hereinafter -
NCRL) [14], as well as data from the Russian-language media space.

The research methodology is based on an integrated approach to the analysis of
derivative units and involves a combination of the analysis of their derivational
structure and motivational relations with the determination of the specifics of
functioning in speech.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In modern Russian, word-building types with the suffixes -ecc(a), -uc(a) in the
framework of the analyzed femininity category express the modification meaning ‘a
female person belonging to the category of persons called a motivating noun’. Word-
building types with suffixes -ecc(a), -uc(a) in the Russian language express exclusively
the meaning of femininity, that is, they name only females, which allows us to
distinguish the names of women in an independent category of femininity [15].

According to Russian Grammar, nouns with the suffix -ecc(a) are motivated by
unmotivated nouns: nmoaTecca, npuHiiecca, ctroapgecca [12]. The dictionaries contain 21
names with the suffix formant -ecc(a). e found the following names with stylistic
marks: 2 are marked as obsolete (MeTpecca, aromecca), 2 as historical (rpangecca,
Jorapecca), 8 as colloquial (maTpoHecca, aBTopecca, areHTecca, aZjBoKaTecca, Tujiecca,
JlpaMaTyprecca, KJOyHecca, KpUuTHKecca), 3 - as occasional (ueMnuoHecca, oyepkecca,
ruraHTecca). Words mnoaTecca, OpuHIlEcca, CToapjecca, 6apoHecca, BUKOHTecCCA,
KpoHnpuHLecca are (according to dictionaries) stylistically neutral. This word-
formation type reveals some productivity in modern Russian media space (primarily in
social networks). According to the word-formation model with the suffix -ecc(a),
derivatives from motivated foundations with the suffix -uk are formed through
complication: ucTtopuk - UcTOpUKecca or its reduction: MaTeMaTHK - MaTeMaTecca,
TEOpeTHUK — TeopeTecca.

In the field of computer games and fiction literature there are feminitives such as
JfleMoHecca (1), 6akanaBpecca (2):

(1) Cyuraetcsd, 4yTo MHUPBI 00 3TON JAeMOHecCe 3apOoJUJUCh Ha JIpEBHEM
BimxHeM BocToke, rze oHa 6blla U3BECTHA, KaK «TEéMHAas JeBa» WU «AyX AUKOU
npupoasl» [16];
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(2) To BBI3OBY JlekaHa fIBUJACh OaKasiaBpecca Eypusib - rpaidosHas noJiHas
>KEHIIMHA B 1IEJKOBOM 6aKasaBpaTke [17].

In the media, the following names occur: komukecca (3), MuHucTpecca (4),
noJsiuTukKecca (5), nusnotecca (6), agBokaTtecca (7):

(3) PaHee koMHKecca U pexuccep paboTalyd BMecTe HaJ, M03anpouLIOrogHUM
«/leBuuHukoM B Berace» u HeslaBHUMU «Konamu B o6kax» [18];

(4) llpembep-muHHUcTpecca banriagema llleiix XacuHa roBopUT 6exKeH1aM, UYTO
OHU JI0J>KHBI BepHYTbCA Ha3aj, B Mbsaumy [19];

(5) T'naBa CoBdena BaneHTuHa MaTBHEHKO COOOLIWJA, YTO aMepUKaHCKas
nojuTuKecca Xusnapu KinnHToH MoxkeT npuexaTh Ha Il EBpasuiickui )keHCKU GpopyMm
[20];

(6) OgHa mUyIOTECCA TOBOPHUT, UTO CTApaeTCcs BCerja MsArko nocaguTb CaMoJIeT,
Y KOT/1a TaCCKUPBI AIJIOAUPYIOT, €M 3TO 0O4YeHb NPUATHO [14];

(7) OHM coBepUIMJIM MpeCTyNJIeHUWe U3 YyBCTBA COCTPAJaHUA K MJAJIIEMy
TOBapHUIlly,— yBellleBajia MeHs1 agBoKaTecca [14].

Occasional formations occur in the field of informal interpersonal
communication: uctopukecca (8), soroneaecca (9), dpengecca (10), Teopetecca (11),
MaTeMaTtecca (12):

(8) HUctropukecca u3 Oxcdopja HaxoAUT B OUOJUOTEKE TaWHCTBEHHBIU
MaHYCKpPUIIT, U TOHEBOJIe IOTPY»KaeTcs B MUp Maruu [23];

(9) Jay Hac Takas qjoronegecca! Yrto npocro ax! [24];

(10) Ppenpecca sumatumania HeJaBHO HamucajJa MpPO NATb JHOOUMBIX
¢dunbmoB bproca Yuanuca [25];

(11) [MepBas noceslLleHa OCHOBATeJbHUILLE NOCJeBOeHHOr0 ¢peMuHu3Ma CUMOHe
fe boByap wu CapTpy, ee BJOXHOBJIsBIIEMY, a Takxke (QpaHIYy3CKUM
NOCTCTPYKTYPAJIUCTAM, UbHU COUMHEHHS TOJIKYIOT TeOpeTecchl [26];

(12) Mapuam Mup3axaHu - reHUa/ibHasi MpaHCcKasi MaTeMaTecca [27].

Nouns with the suffix -uc(a) are motivated by non-motivated nouns or verbs with
suffixes -op, -Top: akTpuca, abb6aTHCa, AUAKOHUCA, AUPEKTPUCA, UHCIIEKTPUCA, JIEKTPHCA
[12]. The dictionaries provide 6 words. Among them, with the corresponding stylistic
marks: 1 obsolete (siekTpuca), 2 conversational (qupekTpuca, uHceKkTpHca), the rest
(abbaTuca, akTpuca, KHUHOAKTpuca) are not stylistically marked. The NCRL recorded the
use of the feminitive “aBuatrpuca”: “IlepBoii aBuaTpucomm AMepuku 6yaeT, 04eBHUIHO, T-
»ka ApHOJIbJI, O/lHA U3 6GoraTerlInux xeH1uH @aopuabi» [14].

In modern Russian, the considered type turned out to be unproductive. The
feminitive “aBTpuca”, found in feminist discourse, is an attempt to form a word-building
synonym for the author’s word, devoid of a dismissive connotation, according to the
word-formation model already existing in the Russian language with the suffix -uc(a):
«AnpueHHa Pud - aBTpHcCa 25 KHUT CTUXOB, 6 COOPHHUKOB 3CCe U 3aMeTOK» [28].

All words formed with the help of word-building suffixes -uc(a), -ecc(a),
according to the type of semantic relations can be divided into those denoting 1)
professional affiliation (stewardess, actress); 2) the social status of women (patroness,
metressa); 3) noble or church titles (princess, baroness, viscountess, abbess). Among
them, there are no names of persons according to ethno-territorial affiliation and
psychophysiological characteristics.

We found that all words with given suffixes recorded in dictionaries are foreign:
they are mainly borrowed from Latin, French, and English. Words that name the title
(bapoHecca, BUKOHTeCCa, IpaH/jiecca, forapecca, Atiiecca) have the mutational meaning
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of 'wife or daughter of a person named with a motivating word’, as well as the word
JuakoHucca, which does not correspond to the name of the male person guakon the
female correlate is formed from. The remaining names have a modifying meaning
‘female person’ and belong to the derivational category of femininity.

The stylistic status of the considered word-formation types with the suffixes -
ecc(a) u -uc(a) is extremely heterogeneous: they include both those related to the
neutral layer of Russian vocabulary (akTpuca, cTioapgecca, mpuHIiiecca, moarecca), and
to the colloquial style (gupexktpuca, agBokatecca) These feminitives often carry
additional connotations, for example, dismissive: kpuTukecca, Joromnejecca, Or
humorous: aBTopecca, ruzaecca, and are also used in feminist discourse in order to
emphasize the gender of the object of speech.

4 SUMMARY

The suffix types -uc(a), -ecc(a) are on the periphery of the derivational category
of femininity for several reasons, namely: 1) words with these suffixes are borrowed,
which are subsequently singled out by analogy with Slavic suffixes; 2) the extreme
diversity of the native Slavic suffixes allows dispensing with foreign formants to form
new tokens; 3) most of the existing derivatives denote persons belonging to a particular
social stratum: either to the aristocracy or to the clergy, in connection with which the
names of persons formed by these suffixes by profession acquire a pejorative
connotation (gupekTtpuca, kputukecca). Nevertheless, despite the general inefficiency,
nominations with the suffixes -uc(a), -ecc(a) are used in the media space either to avoid
unwanted homonymy (nusoT - nu0TKa - nuaoTtecca), or if there are morphological or
stylistic restrictions of other suffixes models (aBTopma - dBTopka - aBToOpecca -
aBTpUCA).

5 CONCLUSIONS

Thus, we can conclude that the media space is a favorable environment for the
generation of casual vocabulary, which includes feminitive-neologisms ending in -ecc(a),
-uc(a).
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